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Being 

’’'Indicators ; ’'Maryland 

This KIDS COUNT statistical report profiles the 
status of children in Maryland by tracking trends in economic 
well-being, health, safety, and education. The report is divided into 
four sections. Section 1, "Status of Our Children," presents a vision 
for Maryland's children, presents the key findings, ranks Maryland's 
counties, and examines trends in 14 benchmark indicators. Section 2, 
"Overview," presents county and statewide findings in four major 
areas: (1) economic well-being, including child poverty and child 

support; (2) good health, including births to teens, low birthweight 
infants, infant mortality, and lead poisoning; (3) safety, including 
child death rate, teen violent deaths, child abuse and neglect, 
juvenile violent crime arrests, and school violence; and (4) 
preparing for adulthood, including third grade reading achievement, 
on-time graduation, and high school program completion. Section 3, 
"County Fact Sheets," presents trends in these indicators for each 
county, as well as county data on children and family services, 
population, and family economics. Section 4, "Methodology and 
Sources," defines each indicator, describes how each indicator was 
measured, and presents references for each indicator. Findings 
indicate that Maryland ranks thirty-first in the nation on its 
children's well-being. Although 10 of 14 indicators have shown 
improvement in the past 2 to 6 years, the improvements have been 
slight. There has been a significant drop in infant mortality, but 
the increase in youth violence is cited as the most alarming and most 
significant change. (KDFB) 
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The Maryland KIDS COUNT project is funded by a grant from the ! Education), Arna Griffith (Maryland Committee for Children, 

Annie E. Casey Foundation. Without their dedication and commitment J ■ Inc.), Deborah Morgan (Maryland Department of Health and 
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This Factbook provides 14 baseline outcome measures of child well- 
being. School violence data is provided by county. State level AIDS 
data is not included in this year’s factbook. The 1995 KIDS COUNT 
Factbook presents charts and an analysis of the child well-being trends 
reflected by three years of collecting this data. 
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KEY FINDINGS ABOUT MARYLAND CHILDREN 
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However, there is a similar decline in infant deaths throughout the U.S., 
which is largely due to advances in medical technology. African- 
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HOW MARYLAND COUNTIES RANK 
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JUVENILE VIOLENT CRIME ARRESTS 

The juvenile violent crime arrest rate is the number of arrest of 
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COUNTY FINDINGS: Only five counties experienced declines in ! SCHOOL VIOLENCE 

juvenile violent crime arrest rates between 1990 and 1994 . In 1994 , \ The level of School violence is determined by the number 
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TEEN VIOLENT DEATHS and neglect cases are often under- Neglect for Children and by statewide agencies. Juvenile 

The teen violent death rate is the reported. The number of indicat- Families, A Shared Community violent crime arrest data were 
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